Implantation of scleral fixated sutured posterior chamber lenses: a retrospective analysis of 119 cases.
The implantation of scleral fixated sutured posterior chamber lenses enables lens implantation in the absence of adequate lens capsule support. Anterior chamber lenses and their side effects can also be avoided, particularly in cases of unilateral aphakia and contact lens incompatibility. This study is a retrospective analysis of 119 scleral fixated sutured posterior chamber lenses implanted in 115 patients. Seventy-nine cases of damaged zonula or damaged lens capsule and 17 cases of corneal decompensation secondary to anterior chamber lenses were the main indications for the suture fixation. The mean follow-up was 23 months (6-83 months). In 50% of all cases, improved visual acuity was achieved. Twenty-four percent of patients showed unchanged visual acuity, while 26% had poorer vision postoperatively, mainly because of corneal decompensation following anterior chamber lens explantation. The main postoperative complication was transient rise of intraocular pressure, occurring in 44% of the cases. In most cases improved or comparable postoperative visual acuity was achieved. The main complication observed was postoperative glaucoma, especially in patients with pre-existing glaucoma.